2/2                    HISTORY OF HAILEYBURY
was the Rev. Samuel Henley. Of this gentleman
little is known except that he was sixty-six years old
when he was appointed to the principalship of the
East India College, that he commenced his career as
a teacher as Professor of Mental and Moral Philoso-
phy at William and Mary College, Virginia, in 1770 ;
that he returned to England at the outbreak of the
American Revolution and became an assistant master
in Harrow School; that he was afterward a beneficed
clergyman of the Church of England; and that he
was a fairly prominent man of letters and contributor
to literary periodicals. How he obtained his appoint-
ment is nowhere stated. His name is not to be found
among those of prominent Anglo-Indian families and
it must be assumed that he was in some way suffi-
ciently well known to Directors of importance to
obtain the situation. There are no printed records
of his administration, but it may be asserted with
confidence that he was not the right man for the
place and that the severe criticisms on the College
during its early days were due to his lack of appre-
ciation of the difficulties of his position. Although
Malthus nowhere in his pamphlet upon these criti-
cisms mentions Dr. Henley by name, it is easy to see,
not only from the omission of such mention, but by
reading between the lines, that Dr. Henley did not
realize these difficulties and did not feel the impor-
tance of his opportunity. It is worthy of note that
the criticisms to which Malthus replied were levelled
at the College at about the time when Dr. Henley